
Sunday 11th August 1957 
In the history of the Worcester Locomotive Society the 11th August 1957 was a pivotal moment being 

the date that its forerunner the Ian Allan Locospotters Club Gloucestershire Group (Worcester 

Branch), organised its first visit to locomotive sheds. The tour took in some of the depots in the West 

Midlands. The inspiration for the whole project that later evolved into the Worcester Locomotive 

Society (WLS) was Alan  Hodges of Malvern. Alan suggested to Peter Sharpe (who was the Secretary 

of the Gloucestershire Group of the Ian Allan Locospotters Club) the formation of a Worcester 

Branch of the Gloucestershire Group of the Ian Allan Locospotters Club, and from this came the WLS. 

The letter below is the earliest  known item of correspondence and is one of many donated by 

Gerald Wadley: 

 

  



The coach departed from Worcester Shrub Hill at a leisurely 10.45am. First stop was Bournville 

where Gerald’s notebooks record that he saw (most non-cops were not listed in his books): 

44575 58167 75057 76086 44575 45682 92104 

Next on the itinerary was Tyseley’s large shed 

4978 5205 9432 4170 4120 7438 W79090 

13026 2259 9435 9498 9608 3749 5028 

Aston 

40206 44872 49275 12089 45349 48154 42958 42425 

45413 45401 58288 42853 42627 42118 46492 78055 

42976 42616 M79680 M79147 M79667 45659 46110 

Monument Lane 

45253 46490 44506 45060 42615 42930 43187 44683 

46421 58124 58178 41090 45073 40933 42962 41165 

Wolverhampton Stafford Road 

8734 6919 6995 4942 4158 6001 6005 6006 

6020 

On walk to Oxley: 45722 45244 

Oxley 

4708 9739 8428 13191 13937 13038 13039 73034 

7759 9408 5684 9752 9768 8449 6640 6878 

5362 3732 

Bushbury 

48905 42360 44488 12091 45054 41168 49044 45395 

12088 58204 49247 44484 49037 48715 42963 73133 

47398 49045 42957 45289 45343 42949 42429 73133 

90719 45555 45590 45617 45629 45647 45672 45788 

45722 45737 

Stourbridge 

3667 7430 7441 7447 1459 9630 2840 7806 

4958 7806 W17W W22W 

It was advertised also to  visit Saltley, Bescot and Kidderminster but it did not. It was noted that 

Saltley might be closed for rebuilding. The fare was 7s 6d. 

Source: Gerald Wadley, Ian Allan Locolog Book No.1  and Railway Times No.6 

A.C. Smith, 15th January 2014, updated 12th October 2021. 


